Revelation 19:1 — 16 What have | got to look forwat to? (28.12.08 am)

Well, the old year is very nearly over — some widlcome the fact, as they
look back and see all the things that were wrortg @008; others may well be
sad to see it go because it holds some preciouonesnWhichever way — a
year to remember, or a year to forget, - either,w&ynearly over.

A brand new year is upon us, and many will make Near’s resolutions,
hoping to keep them, at least until the end ofwtkek!

But what awaits us in the New Year? What have wea@tmok forward to?
What havd got to look forward to?

The news all seems to have been bad recently daestfinancial crisis,
economic downturn, banks going to the wall or bdaged out; car
manufacturers stopping production; unemploymeimgiguickly. How will

we manage without Woolies? Lots of families arengdhrough difficult times
— houses repossessed, jobs lost, not able to afferthings they’ve got used to
enjoying. Whatavel got to look forward to in 20097

More of the same, the experts say. Another yeawoibefore we see a
recovery. Have you noticed on the news on tellygndver Robert Peston is
reporting, it's always bad news — the others dbnitg such bad news. And
there’s nothing we can do. Brighton football clubynibe relegated to the
lowest division - even worse Chelsea might winRinemier League! Nowt to
look forward to — we're all doomed! As Fraser usegay in Dad’s Army.

| want us to see this morning that therga®dnews - therés something to
look forward to — something wonderful, somethingaamg, something out of
this world — literally out of this world! And it'something we should have
before us at all times, and then perhaps thoséhagls just might not seem so
bad.

| want us to read from the last book in the Biblehn’s Revelation from God,
and very near the end in chapter 19, starting frerse 1. [Read Rev. 19:1-16]
Wonderful passage.

There are so many things in the book of Revelatiom different parts of the
message, the different visions, symbols and evéntsiot ashamed to admit
that there is a lot that | still need to learn. 1
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Today’s message has come from the understanditigesé things that God has
given me this far — but isn’t it great that theralways somethingew to learn
from the word of God, and isn’t it wonderful whemmsething hits us for the
first time ? God is so gracious in the way he teaches usdhrbis word.

We heard recently in our study of John’s gospe& Aesus prepared his
disciples for the time he would be taken from thémchapter 14 he say$)o
not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trakso in me. In my Father’s
house are many rooms; if it were not so, | wouldehild you. | am going
there to prepare a place for you. And if | go amdpgare a place for you, | will
come back and take you to be with me that yourabspbe where | am.”
John 14:1-3. He said he will come back for hispgbeo

As Jesus was taken up into heaven, as recordedtgnchapter 1, while his
followers watched in amazement, two men in whiteesped and asketivhy
do you stand here looking into the sky? This saeseas] who has been taken
from you into heaven, will come back in the samyg yeau have seen him go
into heaven.”Acts 1:11.

And ever since then, the whole of creation has besghing, we read in
Romans 8:19-2%jn eager expectation for the sons of God to beesdgd ... in
hope that the creation itself will be liberatedrrots bondage to decay and
brought into the glorious freedom of the childrdrGmd.”

We as Christians believe that Jesils come again, and at that time there will
be a new heaven and a new earth,motespoilt by the effects of sin, pollution,
corruption and decay. These are the things that idokriting of here in the
book of Revelation. God gives him wonderful visiowsnderful pictures of
what is to come in the future.

In the introduction to this book in chapter 1, \ead the following:

‘The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave tarshow his servants what
must soon take place ... Blessed is the one who tkadgords of this
prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it aneltakeart what is written

in it, because the time is neaRev. 1:1,3.

John says that this is a revelation from God hifmaélout Jesus Christ. It is an
urgent message, because the time of its fulfilment is.re@a we are blessed if
we hear this message, but we don't just nedob&y its message — we also
need taake it to heart. 2
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Here we have an important revelation from God Weanheed to act upon. With
that in mind, let’s look at this passage befordets see the vision of the
things to come, let’s try to understand what hasajgpen in the future.

What have | got to look forward to? From the monwmuntchildren are born,
we parents are waiting for them to say a certailofseords, and it takes years
of waiting, but it's well worth waiting for. No,’# not ‘thank you’! We long

for that day which brings great happiness and er@it to the family. It's
when they say, “There’s going to be a wedding!” Matreaches for the bridal
magazines, or the Yellow Pages for reception veruagher reaches for his
wallet!

What have | got to looforward to? A wedding — there’s going to be a
wedding! Everyone loves a wedding. The church kped for a wedding. But
this won't be just any old wedding, it won’t be aading as we know it — this
will be the wedding to end all weddindghe wedding of the Lamb has
come.”This is what we have to look forward to.

It is very important to look at what the first pé®peading this would have
understood by a wedding, obviously different to practices now. The Jewish
wedding would start off with betrothal of two people; this would signal their
intention to marry, but would be more than our topet engaged’. Betrothal
was binding, the terms of marriage were acceptéddessed and God’s
blessing was pronounced. From this point on thevwere legally husband and
wife. There then came amterval when preparations were made for the
wedding itself, suitable clothing prepared, andghmom paid a dowry, a
payment to the bride’s parents. Then compsoaessionwhen the groom goes
to collect his bride and take her back to their i@me together. Th@edding
feast the marriage supper would follow and could lagays or more. This is
what thosew first hearers would understand by thelviwvedding'.

| want us to look this morning at when the weddmwll be, who it will be for,
and what we have to do before the wedding takeepla

Firstly, thenwhen is the wedding going to take place®hen is it going to
take place?

Before you start reaching for your diaries and pehave to tell you that we
don’t know when it will take place. 3
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The Bible tells us thainly God knows when these things will happen. But we
are told of certain things that must happen bettoeevedding. Matthew’s
gospel chapter 24 tells us of things that will rappefore Jesus comes again —
wars, famines, earthquakes, persecution — but Bd<nows the day or hour.

| want us to focus particularly on the middle pamtiof what we read earlier,
verses 6 to 8. [Read again]

In verse 6 we read that Johmgard what sounded like a great multitude, like
the roar of rushing waters and like loud pealshafrider shouting ‘Hallelujah!
For our Lord God Almighty reigns.” ‘Hallelujah!A large crowd singing
Hallelujah, Praise God. It must have been absgluteafening but wonderful
to hear. One of the wonderful things about gointheoMen’s Convention in
the Albert Hall, is hearing thousands of men sigginaise to our God. Hearing
a large multitude of heaven praising God and smdlallelujah must be an
amazing sound.

We read in verse ‘After this | heard what sounded like the roar ofjeeat
multitude in heaven shouting: Hallelujah!” In verdeve have “The 24 elders
and the four living creatures fell down and worgied God ... And they cried:
‘Amen, Hallelujah!” Representatives of the church and heavenly beatigs,
joining together, praising God, singing HallelujAhy are they singing
Hallelujah?

We find the answer in verse-‘@-or our Lord God Almighty reigns."They are
worshipping God because he reigns; he is seatéoeathrone; salvation,
power and glory belong to him because he is Alnyighdd, and he is King.

Verse 2 tells us that Gdtlas condemned the great prostitute who corrupted
the earth by her adulteries.”

All these multitudes are singing praise to God heeahe final victory has
been won over the evil one, Satan, the devil, lretiis vision referred to as
the great prostitute. When Jesus rose from the die@dhis death on the cross,
he won the victory over death and the devil. Butstié see the devil's work in
the world around us, don’'t we? The evil one si§lhis influences for evil in
the hearts of men and women — that’'s why terrosisiistake innocent life;
that’s why they send children as suicide bombéts why rulers allow their
people to live and die in disgraceful poverty witlley live in luxury; that’s
why a mother can torture her child to death. Wdatgo on. Evil still has
power in the world we live in. 4
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But there is a time coming, the Bible says, whéithad will come to an end.
Evil will be totally vanquished, destroyed, andseB saySThe smoke from
her goes up for ever and eveMeaning that evil will be destroyed forever —
there will be no return, there’s no way that capgemn,“For our Lord God
Almighty reigns.”

Before the wedding takes place, evil will be baatsbnce and for all, God’s
new kingdom will come. No more evil, no more wickedsgso more pain, no
more sickness, no more sufferifigor the wedding of the Lamb has come.”

Nobody knows when that time will be. God has neteded this information
to us — no matter what people claim to know ablbetiming of the wedding,
the Bible clearly says that no-one knows — so ne-@an argue with God’s
Word. Nobody knows when, but before the bride méetggroom, evil will be
thoroughly and utterly defeated. God has judgedutth and justice, and evil
will be no more.

There’s going to be a wedding — buttose wedding is it going to be?

There’s always a lot made of the meeting of mumdadiwith the future son
or daughter-in-law, isn’t there? Will they be gaeribugh? Will they get on?
Will it be a match made in heaven? Or will it btotal disaster? Will he have
big ears? Will she have spots?

The wedding we’'re talking about this morning idyrihe one and only, match
made in heaven. The wedding of the Lamb.

John uses the terthamb’ 28 times in the book of Revelation and so we see
that its meaning is important as we seek to undedsthe message of
salvation. The reference is here to the Lamb of,Gedus Christ.

In John’s gospel we read in chapter 1 of the finsé that John the Baptist saw
Jesus, verse 29 saykpok, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sirhef t
world!”

Jesus is the Lamb of God. Jesus is the sacrifanab. This is a picture of
Jesus which refers back to Jewish customs, whiamala would be sacrificed
to remember the time when God’s people were captidgypt (we read of it
in Exodus 12); and God asked them to sacrificerdoland put the blood of the
lamb on the door-frames of the house; 5
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God brought judgement on the households of Egyitien God saw the
blood of the lamb, he did not judge the occupahthat house, but passed
over them. Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 5, versé&ay Christ our Passover
Lamb has been sacrificed.”

Jesus has taken upon himself the punishment weveefe® our sins — he
suffered, he died, for our sins. God does not guthisse who believe that
Jesus died as a sacrifice for us. Jesus is theVadsamb of God.

Peter writes in his first letter, chapter 1 andseet8,‘For ...it was not with
perishable things such as silver or gold that yarewedeemed from the empty
way of life handed down to you from your forefaghéwut with the precious
blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.”

Jesus was the only one who could save us fronuttgement of God the
Father, because no-one else is good enough. Osug Jesinless. One of the
requirements of the Passover lamb was that it wdwut defect. Jesus is the
only one whahaslived or evewill live as a man, who has no defect, because
he is also Godlesusis the perfect, pure, sinless sacrificial Lamigaofid, who
takes away the sins of the world.

“The wedding of the Lamb has come.”

And who is the bride? The Bible says the bridéase for whom Jesus
becamethe Lamb of God, those for whose sins he dieddahsd| death. The
bride of Christ is his church, the people who hbekeved and will believe in
Jesus’ death on the cross for their sins, andhthabse victorious from the
dead. His church is those who look to him alonesdvation, who believe and
trust Jesus when he salisam the Way, the Truth and the Life. No-one comes
to the Father except through meldhn 14:6.

The wedding is to be between Jesus and his church.

So thirdly,what do we have to do before the wedding takes plae

Let’'s read the second half of verse 7 agdtior the wedding of the Lamb has
come, and his bride has made herself ready. Fmenli bright and clean, was

given to her to wear.”

This is perhaps the most important part of thismmg’s talk. At the beginning
we asked, ‘What have | to look forward to?’ A wedlgli 6
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But aml right to be looking forward to it? Aingoing to banvolved in this
wonderful event? Can | look forward to it? Am | exging to be at the
wedding?

It's sad to know that someone’s getting married vioeire not actuallynvited,
we don’t make it onto the list of guests. Want to be there. We feel we
ought to be there.

We’'ve said that the wedding is between Jesus andhurch. We've said that
the church is made up of those who are trusting imnJesus’ sacrifice for their
salvation. Does that include you?

Let’'s remind ourselves of a parable told by Jesstead about it in Matthew,
chapter 22. We have a slightly different picture@aafedding — where many are
invited to the wedding feast, but they have othargs they feel are more
important. Let’s read verses 3 to 5. They wereltiosy. Not all who are invited
are willing to come.

Not all who hear the message of the Christian dospgpond and put their
trust in Jesus. Is this where you stand? Are ydiipstting off accepting Jesus
as Lord and Saviour? Have you been invited buthane decided that you are
too busy? Life’s great at the moment - it's not artant to you right now?
Listen, people: We don’'t know when the wedding Wwél— don’t put it off any
longer, accept Jesus’ invitation to the weddingtea

Come back to the parable. The wedding hall gdedfivith guests. But there is
another problem. [Read verses 11 -13.] You hayeteearing the right
clothes. This means you have to come to the wedditite right way. There'’s
no point thinking that all roads of faith — no neativhich “faith” it is — lead to
God. They don't — the Bible says there’s oahe way, and that is through
Jesus. You can’t think that you will get to the wed) on your own merit,
because we have all sinned and fall a long wayt sti@sod’s high standards —
we'll never be good enough to stand before God onosum merits.

To be ready for the wedding, the bride has to lessid in fine linen. The bride
has to make herself look beautiful for her husbemde — it takes longer for
some than others — and then there’s the dress.retaember it as clear as
anything, that day nearly 25 years ago (I know, hiard for you to believe I'm
that old!) that day when Wendy and | got married. 7
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Standing at the front of the church, and | lookawgihd and saw a vision of
beauty. Then Wendy came in! No, it was Wendy irt ibnzely white dress —
she looked beautiful! I've never seen such a b&dutiress, before or since.
She’s still got it. The dress is so important, ist?

The bride is dressed in fine linen, clean and lrigb be ready for the
wedding, we have to be clothed in the righteousnédssus. In a miraculous
way, when Jesus died for our sins, he took theghumeént for our sins, and so
now, if we believe in him, it is as if we are wadlatean. The guilt of our sins
has been removed from us. Only believing in Jeanspecepare us for the
wedding. Only trusting that his sacrifice has bitwtugs forgiveness for our
sins, can prepare us for the wedding.

What do we have to do before the wedding? We habe fprepared. We have
to make sure we're included. Are we counted ambedgtlievers in Jesus?
Are we members of his church? Jesus died that watrbe present at the
wedding feast. Will we be there?

We looked earlier at how a Jewish wedding workbed;kdetrothal - God has his
people, people he has called his church; the iaterdesus has paid the dowry,
Jesus is the Lamb of God, who took away the sinBefvorld by his death

and resurrection, he paid the price that we mighpiepared for the wedding;
the procession and wedding feast — Jesus is coagiaig to collect his bride
and then the feast will start.

When God decides to wind up history, Jesus thee§risom will come to take
his Bride — the church, the faithful believers frathtime, and their everlasting
life together will begin. There will be rejoicinghe@arth and in heaven. There
will be loud shouts of ‘Hallelujah! Jesus the wdbus King of Kings and

Lord of Lords will be united with his people. Theakt will begin. The feast
will begin and it will never end. Will you be thé&re

What have | got to look forward to? The weddindref Lamb. If we really
understand what is being talked of here, everytbisag will melt away into
insignificance, because believers in Christ aré&ilug forward to Jesus
returning and to the day when eternity in heavest, in praise and wonder,
begins.

Like John, all God’s people saYAmen. Come, Lord Jesus.”
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